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THe ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


The Annual General Meeting requires no com- 
ment. Its proceedings appear on another page; 
and the only noteworthy feature was the smallness 
of its numbers. Considering the circumstances, 
the attendance of members of Council was very 
fair; but that of the profession was miserable—as 
a matter of fact, the councilmen actually outnum- 
bered the ordinary members. If a dozen council- 
men could find time to attend, surely a larger num- 
ber of the rank and file could have done the same. 
There were excuses for a small meeting, but not for 
such a sparse one as this. 


THE COLLEGE FINANCES. 


Perhaps not every member who has read the 
Financial Statement of the R.C.V.S. has fully real- 
ised its seriousness. The more closely it is ex- 
amined, the worse our position appears. We really 
owe about one-sixth—or, to speak accurately, a 
little more than that—of our small capital. There 
is a bankers’ overdraft of £722 and odd; and to 
repay this under the present market conditions 
would necessitate the sale of £1100 worth of our 
capital of £6100 Consols. An even more disquieting 
point is the fact that the great bulk of this over- 
draft has been incurred during the financial year 
just concluded. Our expenditure for the year ex- 
ceeded our income by some £582—that is, by almost 
the present market value of £900 worth of Consols. 
Worse still, in view of the number of students who 
have joined the army, a further considerable de- 
crease in our income may be regarded as a 
certainty of the immediate future. All this 
more than justifies one gloomy sentence in the 
Annual Report. The report says “The time is 
therefore fast approaching when, if no other means 
of providing income has been found, the College 
will be unable to meet its liabilities.” 

Speaking roughly, we may expect to lose a sum 
representing something like £1000 worth of our 
consols every year in the immediate future—and 
ractically we only have £5000 worth still to lose. 

is does not leave us many years for the difficult 
task of getting through Parliament the Bill which 
would establish us again financially. It seems very 

ible that we may yet be forced to save the 
College from bankruptcy by a voluntary subscrip- 


GLOSSITIS AND GLOSSOPLEGIA. 





Subject, Bay Gelding aged 9 years. Animal 
reported off feed. 

May 19th. On visiting horse lines I found ani- 
mal standing, head poked out, temperature 102. 
Region of throat painful. Animal made attempts 
at eating, but showed inability to swallow. 

Diagnosis, Pharyngitis. 

Treatment. Blister applied to throat, soft sloppy 
food and plenty of cold water. 

May 20th. No improvement, saliva freely drip- 
ping from mouth. Made further examination of 
mouth parts, which animal greatly resented. Found 
tongue swollen throughout its length, a disagree- 
able odour from breath, sublingual glands swollen 
and painful; no trace of any injury. 

Diagnosis, Glossitis. Prescribed, with above 
treatment, antiseptic mouth-wash. During the 
day the animal swallowed with difficulty a little 
bran mash and some water. 

May 21st. Animal worse, tongue protruding from 
mouth and inability to move same. (Glossoplegia). 
Had animal given some water while I was present, 
he made great efforts to swallow but seemed unable 
to get the liquid as far as the pharynx. During 
the efforts of swallowing I noticed the muscles of 
deglutition seemed to be acting normally. Ordered 
warm nutrient enemata and adopted a waiting 
policy. 

May 22nd. Animal worse, tongue protruding 

from mouth and lacerated in parts by teeth and 
coming in contact with fixed objects. On this day, 
hearing we were likely to move, I had animal sent 
to Mobile Veterinary Section, from which he was 
sent to a Base Hospital, so that I lost sight of the 
case. 
The above is interesting because of its sudden 
onset, and my inability to find a cause, although I 
made a careful examination with a view to finding 
any lesion at base of tongue or fracture of Hyoid 
bone likely to cause injury to both Hypoglossal 
nerves and account for the paralysis. 


J. Fox, Lieut. A.V.C. 
i/e 20th Infantry Brigade. 





The Championship Show of the Ladies’ Kennel Asso- 
ciation will be held in the Botanic Gardens, Regent’s 
Park, en Wednesday next. The aggregate entry of 
3,290 is one of the largest ever obtained in connection 
with a one-day show. The largest greups of entries 
are :— Fox-terriers 185, bulldogs 143, Old English sheep- 
dogs 111, Chow-chows 181, Cairn terriers 107, West 





tion—while we await the passage of the Bill. 





Highland white terriers 109, and Sealyham terriers 90. 
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CASTRATION STANDING. 


In answer to Mr. Mayall, in The Veterinary 
Record, May 29th, I may say that the reason for 
shortness of the paper was that it was one of three 
to be read at the meeting, and consequently it was 
cut down, the ? were answered at the discussion— 
which was not reported. 

Turning out. Personally, I prefer turning out at 
once, as I think there is less risk of the wounds 
becoming contaminated, and the animal also tends 
to keep them open by exercising himself, and so 
allowing discharges to get away. 

My clients have been educated up to keeping 
their colts in for the first 24 hours, by previous 
operators in the district. I follow the same 
practice, for if anything happens the veterinary 
surgeon is at once blamed, and the untoward result 
attributed to turning out too soon. I am gradually 
getting more of them each year to turn straight out 
if weather is propitious, and they are finding much 
better results. : 

Adrenalin in hemorrhage. I inject 5i into sub- 
cutis of shoulder, and up to now have found this 
sufficient. 


THE Use or ATROPINE IN H% MORRHAGE.* 


I had a colt which had been bleeding pretty freely 
for half-an-hour. Not having any atropine alone, 
but some P.D. & Co.’s hypo. tablets of morphia 
and atropine, I injected two of these, 7.e., morphine 
gr.iii, atropine gr.i, under skin of shoulder. All 
hemorrhage had stopped in five minutes and did 
not recur. (This colt threw himself down twice 
during operation). 

I had a similar case a few days later, gave same 
dose, with equally good results. 

Have also had a case of Post partum hemor- 
rhage ina mare. This animal was in a bad way. 
Temp. 96°F., pulse imperceptible, visible mucous 
membranes blanched ; rigors, with cold sweat bedew- 
ing body, weak and staggering gait if moved. Gave 
same dose as above combined with strychnine gr.i, 
night and morning. Administered iron and strych- 
nine internally,applied plenty of light warm clothing 
to body, and bandaged legs. Allowed plenty of new 
milk and gruel to drink; also crushed oats, bran 
and good seeds to eat. This mare was convalescent 
in 10 days, and owner now informs me she is 
getting “as fat as a pig’’; she was very poor when 
she foaled. I may say, I administered first dose at 
night, and was agreeably surprised at the marked 
improvement in the mare next morning. 

y reason for mentioning atropine is that, in my 
— we have a cheap and efficient drug in cases 
of hemorrhage, and I strongly recommend practi- 
tioners to give it a trial as occasion arises, also 
to report results, for, to my knowledge, it has never 
been mentioned in veterinary literature before in 
connection with hemorrhage. 

I, also, as Mr. Mayall suggests, use a bandage 
over the eyes in restless colts, and find it very 
beneficial. Wm. Coniinson. 





* The Veterinary Record, Jan. 28rd, 1915, p. 390. 












CRESS, OR SPURIOUS BUCKBUSH. 


For the last five years the writer has from time 
to time received complaints that the plant known 
as cress or buckbush in the desert mallee country 
and similar Murray country has been responsible 
for deaths of horses, while an equal or greater 
number of correspondents have asserted that it is 
real good feed and a great stand-by in time of 
drought. 

On account of this divergence of opinion, careful 
watch has been kept on the plant, and the following 
notes regarding it may be of use. 

The plant has been identified as Gyrostemon 
cyclotheca, order Phytolaccace@, and nowhere in 
available literature are there any accounts of its 
poisonous qualities. This is probably because being 
an inhabitant of South West Australia it has failed 
to come under observation of toxicologists. 

Others members of the family, such as Phytolacca 
decandra, are well known in medicine as having 
potent qualities. 

P. decandra is commonly known in America as 
American nightshade, or pokeweed, and its uses 
are various; its green shoots and berries are ad- 
mittedly poisonous when raw, but are used as 
spinach and for colouring wine when boiled. In 
medicine the plant is used with success in mam- 
mitis (udder ill), and is supposed to give relief in 
cancer of the breast and in some syphilitic con- 
ditions. 

The poisonous action of the plants of this family 
are that they produce vomiting, pain in the belly, 
diarrhoea, shortness of breath, suffocation, and 
paralysis of the lungs and heart. 

The parts of the plant found to be most virulent 
are the young shoots, roots, and fruit. 

The facts in the last two paragraphs form an 
interesting commentary on a letter recently re- 
ceived from a close observer (Mr. A. H. Wilkins, of 
Lameroo), which so well describes the conditions 
noted by the writer that extracts will be freely 
quoted from it. 

“On Sunday afternoon last the horses were 
apparently all well. Monday morning two out of 
nine were dead, both of the same complaint; it 
is easily identified by the foam blown from the 
nostrils. 

The rest seemed all right ‘till Wednesday, when 
another died. 

On Thursday another developed the cough and 
slight running from the nostrils, but the symptoms 
cleared off during the night, and the horse seemed 
quite well in the morning. 

I am sending the bush to know if it is really a 
poison weed; personally I saw no symptoms what- 
ever of the beast being poisoned, there were none 
of the twitchings and stiffness of the legs I have 
seen with poisoned stock. The horse died on 
Wednesday with its front legs bent back, it showed 
no other sign of pain whatever. It seemed to be 
lung trouble. The horses that died had only been 
out on this country for 17 days. Two were three 
years, and one was two years old. One in good 





condition, the other two fair. 
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Personally I have had horses on the country 
since September 27 (more than six months), they 
are aged from 1 to 10 years, and are all in the pink 
of condition; their coats shine as though stable 
fed; they run over the same country where the 
deaths have occurred and eat the same bush, which 
has berries on about 5 per cent. of the plants now. 
The bush grows in patches here and there, not in 
thick clumps. The horses all water at the same 
soak, and so far, out of forty brought here in Sept. 
none have died of this complaint. It seems to 
among the new arrivals, or horses that have been 
here a fortnight or three weeks.” 

The correspondent adds a description of symp- 
toms :— 

“The horse died in the desert south of Lameroo; 
it was a two-year-old. At 8.30 a.m. it was feeding 
with other horses on country that had been -burnt 
15 months previously. From 8.30 to 8.50 the 
horse was driven very slowly with others to water. 
At 8.50 it started to cough every minute or so (a 
short cough); 9 a.m., cough more severe, water and 
bubbles coming from both nostrils, breathing be- 
coming more laboured till 9.15, when cough ceased, 
but there was more nasal discharge. During this 
25 minutes the horse passed dung on eight occa- 


_ sions, at first normal. (In this country the dung is 


in colour and appearance like that of horses fed on 
hay chaff cut fairly ripe). The dung got loose and 
sloppy between 9.15 and 9.50, and the breathing 
was laboured, sounding like that of a person with a 
bad attack of bronchitis. 

At 9.50 the horse went down but got up again 
immediately, breathing was almost impossible when 
down; on getting up the fluid gushed from both 
nostrils. From 9.50 to 10.20 the discharge was 
less, and the horse walked 300 yards or so to the 
other horses. From 10.20 to 10.35 the discharge 
from the nostrils increased, with frequent gushing 
and much froth. The discharge and laboured 
breathing increased in severity till 10.50, when the 
horse threw up his head, took a few steps back- 
wards, rolled on its side, lifted its head once or 
twice, and died. 

During the whole two hours there was no sign of 
pain except the breath, and for the last five minutes 
its actions resembled thcse of a horse gradually 
being choked.” 

Post-mortem by same observer:—‘ Bowels in 
very healthy condition, hinder bowel empty—as 
might be expected after 11 passages of dung in 
quick succession. Liver and spleen healthy. 

Chest contained two or three pints of brandy- 
coloured fluid, this had a very sour smell; lungs 
much inflamed, dark red inside, very hard to the 
touch instead of usual spongy feeling, 

There was about one or two pints of similar fluid 
in the heart bag, and at the bottom the fluid had 
congealed to a jelly, but did not touch the heart. 
There was no sand in the bowels, and only a few 
worms about 14 inch long.” 


Little comment is needed on this lucid descrip- 
tion except to say that to the layman a horse 


The fact that the country had been burnt points 
to the bush growth being succulent, and most of the 
complaints come in when winter feed is springing. 

The impossibility of breathing when down was 
of course due to the anatomical arrangements of 
the horse’s respiratory organs demanding a stand- 
ing posture when they are diseased. 

The final suffocation is quite symptomatic of the 
action of this family of plants as observed in 
U.S.A. 

The observer's description of the lung trouble 
would, however, seem to imply congestion rather 
than inflammation, and the writer’s observations 
favour this condition, rather than an inflammatory 
one. To the layman the difference is not easily 
made out. 

A point of great importance is the one noticed, 
namely, that.new-comers are the ones to succumb 
most readily, while those that have been eating the 
plant regularly apparently do so with impunity, 
although every now and then a complaint reaches 
the writer of a horse dying that has been on the 
bush for a long time. In such cases it invariably 
appears that quick or hard work is undertaken 
immediately before death, which is compatible with 
the paralytic action of the poison as well as with 
distengion of the stomach and mechanical inter- 
ference with breathing resulting from its acrid 
action upon the stomach. 

It may fairly be deduced: That the plant has a 
specific paralysing effect upon the respiratory and 
cardiac nerves, and acrid cholagogic action of less 
virulence. 

That young, inexperienced, and greedy feeders, 
taking shoots, roots, or berries, are likely to suc- 
cumb, especially when new to the plant. 

Thus, older animals picking and choosing, do not 
as a rule get a lethal dose, though they too may 
succumb when conditions are unfavourable, such as 
coming on to the plant with an empty stomach, or 
doing fast and hard work with a large quantity of 
it in that organ. 

These facts suggest easy means of prevention, 
and probably, if time allowed, treatment of an 
affected beast would point to light bleeding to 
relieve the congestion, and the administration of 
milk to counteract the chemical properties of the 
poison. 

The proverb says, ‘‘one man’s meat is another 
man’s poison,” a saw which may well be applied to 
Cress or Spurious buckbush. 


Fras. Eveuyn PLACE, B.V.SC., M.R.C.V.S. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 





STUDIES UPON THE LYMPHATIC SysTEM. 


Prof. H. Baum, of Dresden, has been investigating 
some important problems connected with the lym- 
phatic system, and has published his results. Some 
of these, which have a direct bearing upon path- 
ology, are summarised as follows. 

One investigation concerned the question of 





suffering from very severe chest trouble does not 
appear to be in pain. 


whether it is possible for lymph vessels to open 
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into the thoracic duct without previously passing 
through a lymphatic gland. This point is very 
important in many practical questions (such as the 
absorption of bacteria from fresh wounds, from the 
thoracic and abdominal cavities, and from joint 
cavities) ; but very little attention has hitherto been 
aid to it. There are, at most, four cases in which 
ymph vessels have been disposed in this manner 
recorded in the literature. Baum, from his re- 
searches into the bovine lymphatic system, adds 
four other instances. In one case a lymph vessel 
from the pericardium, and in another case one from 
the heart, opened directly into the thoracic duct ; 
while in two other cases a lymph vessel from the 
right supra-renal body opened direct into the re- 
ceptaculum chyli, thus gaining the thoracic duct. 
None of these vessels had passed through a lym- 
phatic gland. 

Somewhat allied to this is the question of whether 
smail lymph-vessels (apart from the great lymphatic 
terminals) can open directly into veins. This point 
is not = settled, largely on account of the diffi- 
culty of distinguishing between small lymph vessels 
and small veins. In an injected specimen, if what 
appears to be a lymph vessel is seen to open into a 
vein, there is always the possibility that the sup- 
= lymph vessel is really itself a vein, which has 

n accidently filled by the injection. Baum, how- 
ever, now claims to have demonstrated that the 
efferent vessels of lymphatic glands may open 
directly into veins; and this suggests the possi- 
bility or the probability that the same may be true 
of lymphatic vessels generally. 

A third question concerns the possibility of 
lymph-vessels traversing the median line and gain- 
ing the opposite side of the body. Despite the 
great practical importance of this question, it has 
hitherto been all but unstudied in animals. Baum,on 
the ground of extensive injections of lymph-vessels, 
comes to the following conclusions. In cattle, 
lymph-vessels occur which traverse the median line 
and open into lymphatic glands on the other half 
of the body. This especially applies to the lymph- 
vessels of the medially disposed portions of the 
external skin, the point of the tongue, the hard 
palate, the gums, the under lip, the thyroid gland, 
the trachea, the cesophagus, the lungs, the thymus 
gland, the kidneys, the right longus colli muscle, 
and finally, to the efferent vessels of the mammary 
lymphatic glands.—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


CoNGENITAL DIAPHRAGMATIC HERNIA. 


Benno Frank, an official veterinarian of Rostock, 
has reported the following peculiar post-mortem 
observation. The subject was a well-bred pig, 
about six weeks old, which was sent for post- 
mortem examination to discover the cause of death. 
The autopsy was made the day after death. 

The abdominal cavity showed no abnormal con- 
tents and no inflammatory lesions; but a fissure 
was found in the diaphragm in the middle of its 
tendinous portion. This fissure took a dorso-ventral 
direction, and was about 2-3/5 inches long by 1-4/5 


passed through it into the pleural cavity. Its edges 
were smooth, rather rolled up, and one-fifth of an 
inch thick. The thoracic cavity, besides its normal 
viscera, contained the stomach, spleen, omentum, 
about one metre (=nearly 40 inches) of the ileum, 
and the point of the cecum. The pleura was 
smooth and shining. The prolapsed viscera showed 
no appearances indicating a disturbance in the cir- 
culation of the blood. The stomach and the pro- 
lapsed portion of the ileum were moderately full 
and somewhat tympanitic. The stomach lay in 
the left pleural sac, in the posterior dorsal portion 
of the pleural cavity. Its great curvature was 
directed cranial- wards, and the cardia and pylorus 
caudal-wards. The stomach reached anteriorly to 
the fifth intercostal space; it was directly applied 
to the ribs upon the left and to the superior costal 
region and the dorsal vertebre above, while upon 
the right side it displaced the mediastinum 2 or 3 
centimetres (= 4/5 to 1-1/5 inch) to the right. 
The small curvature was bounded by the dia- 
phragm, while the great curvature was partially 
free in the left pleural sac, partially bordering upon 
the left lung. and partially also bordering upon the 
left ventricle of the heart. The omentum and spleen 
lay also in the left pleural cavity. The prolapsed 
portion of ileum and the point of the cecum were 
directed ventral-wards from the stomach, and the 
ileum reached to the commencement of the xiphoid 
process of the sternum. The left lung was com- 
pletely atalectic. The heart was displaced to the 
right,so that its apex lay 3 centimetres (1-1/5 inch) 
removed from the median line. Only the lateral 
portion of the left ventricle still extended to the 
left over the median line. 

As there were absolutely no appearances of in- 
flammation, Frank regards the condition as con- 
genital. Probably the cause of death was the 
restriction of space in the thoracic cavity. 

W. R. C. 





. 





Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


The 72nd Annual General Meeting of the Members 
was held at the Royal College, 10 fred Lion Square, 
London, W.C., on Woleasder, June 2, at noon, the 
President, Mr. F. W. GARNETT, occupying the Chair. 

Amongst those present were: Sir John M‘Fadyean, 
Sir Stewart Stockman, Major-General Thomson, Mr. 
W. F. Barrett, Dr. O. C. Bradley, Messrs. J. B. Buxton, 
W. R. Clarke, F. L. Gooch, J. Rf eres, H. A. Mac 
Cormack, Prof. A. E. Mettam, Messrs. Mulvey, T. 8S. 
Price, James Rowe, F. G. Samson, 8S. H. Slocock, and 
John Ward, Mr. George Thatcher (Solicitor). 

The Secretary (Mr. Fred Bullock) read the notice 
convening the meeting which appeared in the London 
Gazette. 

Apologies for absence were announced from Messrs. 
Peter Bond, J. Clarkson, J. McKinna, W. Shipley, R. C. 
Trigger, and P. J. Howard. 

e minutes of the 7lst Annual General Meeting 
were taken as read, and confirmed. 





inch broad ; and part of the abdominal viscera had 
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ELEcTION oF CouNCIL. 


The Presipent: I have now to declare that there 
were eight vacancies to fill on the Council, and there 
have been only eight nominations made to fill those 
vacancies. I have therefore to declare those gentlemen 
who were duly nominated, namely, Messrs. W. F. Barrett, 
O. C. Bradley, J. Dunstan, A. Lawson, J. McCall, A. E. 
Mettam, S. Stockman, and S. Wharam, are duly elected 
to fill the vacancies. 


ANNUAL REPoRT. 


The Annual Report was taken as read. 

The Presipent: The Annual Report is now open for 
discussion and it is usual to take it page by page. 

Mr. Upton: I have given notice of a motion that we 
should wind up the whole of the affairs of the College, 
and I feel we are justified in doing so. I know that a 
feeling is coming on throughout the whole of England 
that we should wind the whole of the College up, because 
the profession .... 

The Presipent : I must point out to you that at the 
present time we are discussing the Report page by page. 
and your motion is now out of order. 

Mr. Upton : I sent in a notice of motion. 

The PrestpENT: Is there any discussion on page 2 of 
the Report ? 

There was no discussion on any portion of the Report 
until 12 was mentioned, dealing with finance. 

Mr. Upton: That I think I can object to. I will 
take the financial position first of all, and I want te go 
right through the whole thing on certain points. I say 
that we cannot run this palatial building with its staff of 
officials, and we must give it up. There has been a ten- 
dency with all corporate bodies to put up palatial build- 
ings and to run a big staff, and we cannot afford to 
support that. I admit that in general practice I am as 
big a bankrupt as the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, but I am talking of general practice now, 
and I want to say that I believe the agitation will come 
up in the profession, as it is dividing itself into appoint- 
ments and general practice. I want the general prac- 
titioner to sever the link which is breaking up the pro- 
fession to-day. I regret it, but it must come, and I say 
this, that our last link is the link which the general 
practitioners wish adopted, and that is the doing awa 
with the colleges and the starting of compulsory pupil- 
age. I do not know whether I can talk on the other 
parts of the Report, Sir! There is nothing now except 
to train men for Government appointments and pensions 
—that is my idea. I will take the other part of the 
— now, if you like, Sir. 

e PRESIDENT: Are there any more remarks on 
page 12 or the other pages? If there are no further 
remarks, I should be — by someone proposing the 
7 of the report and balance sheet. 

r. T. 8. Price: I propose that the annual report and 
balance sheet be adopted. 

Major-Gen. Tomson : I beg to second that. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The PresipEnT: That is all the business before the 
meeting, gentlemen, and [ thank you for your kind 
attendance. 


VorTes oF THANKS. 


Mr. W. F. Barrett: The business has closed, but I 
think we ought not to separate without giving a hearty 
vote of thanks to our President. (Hear, hear). I move 
that vote on this occasion with special pleasure, 
because Mr. Garnett has not only been President of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons but has also done 
other valuable work in connection with the profession. 
I have sat on the Council with him for many years, and 
we have been in opposition sometimes—honest, good- 


the Council who has devoted so much time and se much 
energy to the interests of the profession as Mr. Garnett 
himself. (Hear, hear). Some of us have come here to- 
day to attend a meeting which has been very short, and 
for the most part harmonious, and we came, sir, if I may 
say so, especially to help and support you in this ve 
trying time. I will say no more except that it is wit 
great pleasure that I propose this vote of thanks, and I 
am sure it was never more specially deserved than at the 

resent time. No man has merited so well of us as the 

resident, whe will retire shortly, probably, from the 
Chair he now adorns. (Cheers). 

Mr. Goocu: As one outside the Council I have very 
great pleasure in seconding that motion. I have come 
across Mr. Garnett in various capacities during my 
career, and [ have watched him from the first time that 
he entered the Council chamber. He has done his work 
conscientiously, and he has done it —- ; if he has set 
his mind on anything he has carried it through. He has 
had a very arduous task during the past year, and he 
has fulfilled it to the satisfaction of the Council and the 
profession generally, I believe. (Hear, hear). 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

The PrestpENT: I can only say how much I thank 
Mr. Barrett and Mr. Gooch for the kind words they have 
said. It has given me very great pleasure indeed to 
meet yeu gentlemen here to-day at our annual meeting. 
I thank you very much for the vote. 








NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


(NationaL V.M.A.—IrisnH Branca). 


A General Meeting was held in the City Abattoir, 
Stewart Street, Belfast, on rome, 7th May, at 7 p.m. 

There were present :—Messrs. W. C. M. Smith (Presi- 
dent), Howard McConnell (Hon. Treasurer), J. A. Jordan 
(Hon. Secretary), Frank R. McRoberts, J. -— John- 
ston, A. M. Creighton, 8. W. Little, W. P. Walsh, and 
John McLean. 

Major Rose, a.D.v.s., Ulster Division, and J.8. Fitz- 
gerald, M.R.C.V.S., were present as visitors. 

Apologies were received from Messrs. J. J. Ross, 
J. McKenny, and J. Mark. 

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting were 
read, confirmed, and signed by the President. 

The SEcRETARY intimated that, as instructed, he had 
communicated with Mr. T. D. 8. a regarding his 
resignation, asking him to favourably re-consider his 
decision, but that he had not sent any reply. Accord- 
ingly it was decided to accept his resignation with 


regret. 

The question of arrears in subscriptions having been 
discussed, it was resolved that, before resorting to the 
extreme measure of removing the defaulters’ names 
from the list of membership a last and personal ap 
be made, and that the matter be in adjourned to 
next meeting. It was arranged that those present would 
endeavour to get in touch with those in arrear in their 
respective districts. 

Mr. Frank Boy Le, M.R.C.v.s., Ballymoney, was duly 
elected a member. 

Mr. J. S. FrrzGERALD, M.R.C.V.S., D.A.T.I., was, on the 
proposition of Mr. Little, and seconded by Mr. Walsh, 
nominated and elected a member. 

The SecrErTary read a letter from Mr. Arthur C. Holl, 
of the Eastern Counties Veterinary Society, asking that 
the members of the North of Ireland V.M.A. would 
"— the following resolution :— 

‘That in view of the scarcity of veterinary surgeo 
the time has arrived to encourage the graduation o 





natured o ition, but I am bound to say this as a 
member of the Council, that perhaps there is ne man on 





practical men ; and that this can only be obtained by 
compulsory pupilage of students for at least twelve 
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months with a qualified veterinary surgeon, prior to 
being admitted asa student at any of the Veterinary 


The general feeling of those present was that, while 
agreeing to a certain extent with the principle of com- 
pulsory pupilage, they did not consider that the proper 
time to serve such was prior to being admitted as a 
student to any of the Veterinary Colleges. They rather 
shared the opinion that it would be more advantageous 
to the student if facilities were 
of the College whereby he would have the opportunity 
of serving at least a three months’ pupi each year— 
for four years—with a qualified veterinary surgeon, 
furthermore, the Council should arrange that prior to 
perry the diploma of membership each student 
should be required to produce a certificate showing that 
during his College course he had served such pupilage. 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. Slocock, Presi- 
dent of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, in 
which a special appeal was made for further assistance, 
and on the motion of Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, seconded 
by Mr. A. M. Creighton, it was unanimously resolved to 
forward the sum of £2 2s. 0d. The Hon. Treasurer 
was accordingly instructed. 

A paper was read by Mr. A. M. Creighton, M.R.c.v.S., 
on “Common Colics of the Horse ” : 

Mr. Howarp McConneELL, in proposing a vote of 
thanks, said that personally he was very much gratified 
with Mr. Creighton’s interesting and practical paper. 
He felt that it would lead to a good discussion, and 
seeing that Major Rose, a.D.v.s., was present to talk to 
them about the lack of officers in the Army Veterinary 
Corps, and as the evening was far spent, he would sug- 
gest that the discussion be held over until our next 
wane, This was seconded by Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, 
an , 
Major Holmes, A.p.v.s., Irish Command, had arranged 
to be present at the meeting to give any information 
that a be required by those desirous of joining the 
Army Veterinary Corps, but the Hon. Sec. announced 
that he had received a wire from him expressing regret 
at his inability to attend. 

At this stage Mr. J. Ewing Johnston said that he would 
take this opportunity of moving a vote of condolence 
with Major Holmes on the sudden death, from cerebral 
hemorrhage, of his distinguished brother, Lieut.-Col. 
Holmes, 0.1.E., M.A., D.SC., M.R.C.V.8., Imperial Bateriolo- 
gist to the Indian Government, which occurred recently 
at Bareilly. The late Colonel was a specialist of great 
eect his valuable research work had gained for him a 
world-wide reputation, and his demise was a very serious 
loss to the profession. 

Mr. WatsH having seconded, the vote was passed in 
silence, all members standing. 

Major Ross, a.D.v.s., Ulster Division, having apolo- 
gised for the unavoidable absence of Major Holmes, 

ed to address the meeting on the work of the 
Army Veterinary Corps. He exhorted all those who 
were of eligible age to come forward and help, and to do 
so without delay, as the call was an urgent one. He 
afterwards replied to numerous questions put to him by 
those present. 

As a result of the address the Hon. Secretary was 
requested to forward to each member a copy of a letter 
received from the Secretary of the R.C.V.S., together 
with a copy of the Conditions of Service as relating to 
temporary commissions in the A.V.C., and to appeal to 
every member to do his share and duty, notwithstanding 
the many difficulties and inconveniences, as these are 
nothing compared with what would be if such an enemy 
as Germany was in occupation of our country. 

The announcement made by Mr. Ewing Johnston that 
asa annals of the cone poet held i. oy in = 

y Veterinary Corps he been able to forward a 
=. for £200, was received with applause. He said 


pps by the Council | - 





personally he had taken a great interest in this concert, 
and he took this opportunity of thanking all those 
present who in any way had helped in this success. 

The members and visitors adjourned for refreshment 
and a very pleasant and interesting meeting was brought 
to a close with votes of thanks to Major Rose for his 
very lucid address, and to the President, both of whom 
suitably replied. 


J. A. Jorpan, Hon. Secretary. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 


The Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, on Wednesday, June 2, immediately after the 
Annual Meeting of the R.C.V.S., Mr. S. H. Stocock, 
President, occupied the Chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

Mr. Butwock (the Secretary of the R.C.V.S.) an- 
nounced that the Hon. Secretary, Mr. W. Shipley, was 
unable to attend, and a letter was read from him in 
which he said : ; 

“Dear Mr. Slocock,—It is a source of great regret 
to me that I am unable to attend the meeting to-morrow. 
As a matter of fact I am completely knocked up, and 
am compelled to go away for a short rest. I hope you 
will find no difficulty in dealing with the accounts as I 
believe that I have practically got everything in order, 
although I know I should be present to explain an 
query. You will, I feel sure, appreciate that the wor 
of the Fund is steadily growing, and has, in fact, in- 
creased considerably during the last twelve months. As 
you are aware, it takes me practically all my spare time 
to deal with the work. I sincerely hope you will have 
a good and satisfactory meeting have been 
making every endeavour to come, and only at the last 
moment have I decided that it is “ieriedin 

On the motion of Mr. W. F. Barrett, seconded by Mr. 
H. MacCormack, the Report and Accounts were taken 
as read, and on the motion of Mr. T. S. Price, seconded 
by Mr. J. K. Gooch, the Report and Accounts were 
adopted. 

The members retiring from the Council, Messrs. J, 
Abson, N. Almond, G. Banham, W. F. Barrett, W. Burt, 
J. Dunstan, J. A. W. Dollar, and Prof. Dewar, were, on 
the proposition of Mr. Gooch, duly seconded, unani- 
mously re-elected. 

On the motion of Mr. T. 8S. Price, seconded by Mr. F. 
Samson, the Auditors, Mr. Joseph Woodger and Mr. 
Albert E. Lark, F.c.a., were re-elected. 

Mr. W. F. Barrett thought the members ought not 
to separate without passing a special vote of thanks to 
Mr. Shipley for his work during the past year. They re- 
gretted very much his inability to be present that day, 
especially as it appeared to be due to ill-health. Thata 
- ee vote of thanks was due to him was manifest from 
the present position of the funds. The amount of Consoli- 
dated Stock was nearly £3000, the Norwich Corporation 
Redeemable Stock £532, and there was £270 of Western 
Australian Government Stock, so that there was roughly 
£3800 invested funds. He himself had been Secretary 
of the Fund for nine or ten years and had contributed 
towards raising those funds, but the greater part of 
them had been secured by Mr. Shipley’s untiring efforts. 
The whole of Mr. Shipley’s spare time was taken up in 
administering the work, and the members would be 
lacking in sympathy with him if they did not give him 
a special vote of thanks for the very arduous work he 
had done on behalf of the Fund in the past year, and 
congratulate him on the success which had attended his 
efforts. (Hear, hear). 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyeay, in seconding the motion, said 
he was in the position to endorse every word that had 
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fallen from Mr. Barrett with regard to the great interest 
which Mr. Shipley had taken in the Fund and the great 
amount of energy he had shown in obtaining subscrip- 
tions and donations. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

The Prestpent felt sure that it was the wish of 
everyone that the vote of thanks should be conveyed to 
Mr. Shipley. The Fund was quite a hobby with him, 
and no man worked so hard as he did at his hobby, and 
he really had done wonders. 

Mr. Gooca thought a vote of thanks was also due to 
the President for the manner in which he had occupied 
the Chair during the t ~_, and he had great 
pleasure in proposing that the thanks of the Council 
and of the members be given to the President for his 
efforts in making the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund a success. 

Mr. MacCormack seconded the proposition, which 
was carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT, in replying, said he had really done 
—. Mr. Shipley having carried on the whole of the 
work. 








Some ideas on Epizootic Abortion. 


Ata recent meeting of the Worcester branch of the 
National Farmers’ Union, at Worcester, Mr. J. Woodyatt 
presiding, the secretary read a letter from the clerk of 
the County Council stating that the Executive (Diseases 
of Animals) Committee had authorised a sub-committee 


“to confer with the Worcestershire Branch of the Union 


and the Chamber of Agriculture, in order to discuss the 
provisions of the proposed Order relating to contagious 
abortion, and asking the branch to appoint two or three 
representatives to confer with the sub-committee. 

r. Davis said he looked upon that disease as one of 
the most serious that farmers and stock-breeders had to 
contend with. It did more harm and caused greater 
loss than any other disease existing among cattle. There- 
fore it was felt that the Executive Committee ought to 
take some action. They did not wish to make irksome 
or irritable restrictions, but proposed that a simple 
method should be adopted. 

It should be chageeery for the owner of every cow 
calving prematurely to report the matter, and that a 
veterinary inspection should be made as soon as possible. 
If the abortion proved to be epizootic, then the cow 
should be branded in some way, so that it would be 
impossible for the brand to be effaced. The inspector 
should also give notice to the owner of the cow that it 
must not be exposed for sale or removed from the farm 
within a period of three months. There would be no 
restrictions with regard to isolation. At the end of 
three months if the owner wanted to sell the animal 
there would be the brand upon it, so that another man 
who bought it would do so with his eyes open. The 
committee thought that such steps would confine the 
disease to the farm from which it arose, but before 
coming to a final decision they wished to consult with 
the two bodies which represented farmers in Worcester- 


. shire. The question of isolation had been considered, 


but they felt that it was doubtful if they would get the 
farmers to co-operate pleasantly and freely with the 
committee. 

The chairman said the committee had had expert 
opinion, based on the opinion of Prof. McFaddyen, Presi- 
dent of the Royal Veterinary College, London, to the 
effect that the chief medium of infection was not the 
cow nor the bull, but grazing. The expert also told 
them that once a cow had had it that animal was 
immune, but that was contrary to his own practical 

rience and to the experience of many other farmers. 
Mr. Donkin said that he had the disease on his farm 
rather badly, and he sold off the cows. The veterinary 





surgeon said he had made a mistake, told him that the 
disease would pass off, and that the same cows would 
not abort again. His own opinion was that they made 
too much of those diseases, and that there was no need 
for grievous restrictions. He believed that this disease 
was picked up from weeds on the farm. 

Mr. Philips said he agreed with Mr. Donkin. In his 
father’s time they suffered from the same thing, they 
lived it down, and they had not a case for several years. 
He did not believe that the disease was contagious. He 
considered that it would be a hardship on a man to 
have a cow branded, because it would reduce its value 
in the market. 

Mr. Davis, in reply to Mr. Donkin, said he had care- 
fully followed out the instructions of the veterinary 
surgeon, and had gone in for various kinds of treatment, 
and his experience had been that in two cases out of 
three the cow which aborted once did so a second time. 

Mr.J. Bettridge said he did not think the bull had any- 
thing to do with the infection. He was told by a veter- 
inary surgeon that artificial feeding stuffs were respons- 
ible for 80 per cent. of the abortions, and his own 
experience with cows fed on feeding stuffs, and heifers 
on grass, proved that contention. 

Mr. Boddington said that there were certain herbs 
and grasses which would cause abortion in some seasons. 
If the Union did not think the scheme oe went 
far enough, the committee would be glad to have sug- 
gestions. He felt strongly on this point, because he had 
been “let in” this spring. Men sending cattle to the 
market did not always send them in their own names.— 
Farm and Home. 


Metropolitan Cattle Market. 


The Report of the Cattle Markets Committee for 1914 
shows that the following supplies were sent to the 
Market for sale :— 








1912 1913 1914 

Beasts 51,024 49,764 56,061 
English Milch Cows 1,375 1,240 1,290 
Sheep 251,895 261,402 221,330 
Calves 61l 400 240 
Pigs -- — -= 
Other Animals 3,288 . 2,400 2,494 
Total 308,193 315,206 281,415 








There have been no animals landed at the Foreign 
Cattle Market since December, 1913, and the site has 
been, since August last, in the occupation of the War 
Office. 


Mr. Hayuurst’s Report. 


I have the honour of presenting for your information 
a statement of the business transacted at this Market 
during 1914. 

Market Supplies. 1 have to record an increase of 
6297 in the number of beasts exposed for sale in the 
Market during the year, but a decrease of 40,072 in the 
number of sheep. 


Slaujyhtering Accommodation. The number of beasts 
dealt with was 86,873, being an increase on the year of 
22,967. There is every reason to think that this will 
continue for some time. 

Chill Room Accommodation. The chill rooms have 
been in great demand, the number of bodies of beef 
placed in the chambers showing an increase of 5823 over 
the previous year. 





Lairage Accommodation. The figures show 41,964 
nights’ “ beast” lairage in excess of the previous year, 
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Government Accommodation. At the outbreak of 
war, the Government took over a large portion of the 
Market and Lairs, for the pu of pe, 
horses and vehicles, but the major portion was vaca 
at the anes of December last, only 90 horses being 
left behind. e charge amounted to £829 1s. 9d. 


Inspection of Meat. 


The number of animals slaughtered during the year 
was as follows :— 


Cattle. Sheep. Calves. Pigs. Total. 

86,873 45,340 6682 10,162 = 149,057 

Comparing the year with 1913, there is shown an in- 
crease of 22,967 cattle, but a decrease of 10,513 sheep, 
1933 calves, and 4329 pigs. 

There were condemned as unfit for human food the 


ays 
Whole carcases, 786. Parts, 983. 
Compared with the previous year, there was a decrease 
of 67 whole carcases, but an increase of 521 of those 
partially condemned. 
In addition to the above, 36,442 organs were destroyed, 
— the following :— 


5,474 Lungs 2086 
Tongues 2,628 Hearts 805 
Livers 2,3148 Stomachs 859 
Kidneys 1442 
The whole of the above were surrendered by the 
Trade after being condemned. 


The chill rooms were in greater demand during the 
summer season. The numbers were :—27,678 bodies of 
beef, 36 sheep, 12 calves, 167 pigs, showing an increase, 
as compared with 1913, of 5823 bodies of beef and 141 
pigs, but a decrease of 26 sheep and 86 calves. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 





Extract from London Gazette, 


Wark OrFice, WHITEHALL, May 29. 


ReGuLAR Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


To be temporary Lieutenants :— 


L. W. Heelis Dated May 10. 
J. E. Hutchinson. Dated May 10. 


J.M. Crowe. Dated May 13. _ 
To be temp. Qmr. with hon. rank of Lieut. :— 
J. Hyde. Dated May 30. 
June 1. 
To be temp. Qmr. with hon. rank of Lieut. :— 
H. R. Rose. Dated June 1. 
June 2. 


Temp. Lieutenants relinquish their commissions :— 
J. A. Buchan. Dated May 24. 
C. D. Stewart. Dated June 3. 
June 3. 
OvERSEA CONTINGENTS. CaNADIAN A.V.C. 
Capt. J. J. McCarry relinquishes his temp. commission. 
Dated May 7. 
May 28. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
To be Lieutenant :—H. P. Whipp. Dated May 29. 


May 29. 
Lieut. A. J. Hines to be temp. Capt. Dated May 30 
Juue 1. 
To be Lieutenants :—C. E. Norgate, Q. A. Stewart. 
Dated June 2. 


The London Gazette of June 2 contains a list of 
warrant officers, non-commissioned officers, and men 
who have been awarded the Distinguished Conduct 


Medal. Among the list are :— 
Temp. Staff Sergt. D. Bell (290), and Temp. Sergt. 


P. E. Laurente (440), 10th Mobile Section, A.V.C. 








OBITUARY 





Tuomas J. CAMPBELL, M.R.C.V.S., Castle Douglas, Kirk- 
cudbrightshire. Graduated, Glas: May, 1888. 


Mr. Thomas J. Campbell, one of the best known 
veterinary surgeons in the South of Scotland, died sud- 
denly on Wednesday forenoon at Castle-Douglas. Mr. 
Campbell had been complaining the previous day, but 
put in a hard day’s work, which took him over one-third 
of the Stewartry. He was about as usual in the morn- 
ing, and was in his office. On returning to the house, 
he fell down and suddenly expired. Mr. Campbell was 
the son of the late Mr. Robert Campbell, Craichmore, 
Stranraer, and was forty-eight years of age. He 
through all his examinations at Edinburgh without a 
failure, and qualified eighteen months before he was of 
age to set up business for himself. In the interval 
he acted as assistant to Mr. McIntosh, Dumfries. 
He afterwards started practice for himself in Castle 
Douglas, where he has worked for over twenty-six 
years. He built up an extensive practice, and held 
several appointments under the Stewartry County 
Council. He was also frequently called upon as an 
expert witness in Sheriff Court cases. He is survived 
by a widow and a son and daughter, for whom much 
sympathy is felt in their great loss—The Scottish 
Farmer. 


Lieutenant N. O. SeweL1, who was killed in action 
on May 9, near Ypres (whose death was announced in 
our column last week), was 22 years of age. Educated 
at St. Paul’s School, he obtained his commission in 
June, 1913, in the 13th Battalion London Regiment. 
Lieutenant Sewell had been serving in the trenches 
with his battalion since November last, and was present 
at many hard-fought engagements, including Neuve 
Chapelle. His commanding officer writes that he died 
bravely, setting a fine example to his men. 


Private Harotp T. Leask, of the 1st Battalion Royal 
Scots, was killed instantaneously by a bullet on the 3rd 
May, presumably at Hill 60. Private Leask enlisted at 
— é, the commencement of the war, 
and because of his excellent 
shooting was early chosen for 
the front. He had. his share of 
the wet trenches, with the re- 
sult that he was invalided to 
the base with tonsilitis, rheu- 
matism, and frost-bitten feet. 
After a few weeks in hospital 
he returned to the front, and 
had spent four continuous 
weeks in the firing line when 
he was killed. Of a cheerful 
a he was a favourite 
with all he came in contact 
with. He was born and educated in Orkney, but for 
some time had attended the Veterinary College in 
Glasgow. He was the youngest son of a well-known 
Glasgow shipmaster, Captain William S. Leask, of the 
ship City of Florence, and a nephew of Mr. J. T. Smith 
Leask, writer, Glasgow. He was in his 24th year. 




















5 ewe SS lO OOS 


Fw re ew eee ee Ve ae 








June §, 1915 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 625 





REPORT OF THE VETERINARY SURGEON TO THE Cor- 
PORATION OF THE City oF GIaAscow FOR 1914. 


A. M. Trotrer, M.R.c.v.s. (Concluded ). 


Mik Supp ty. 


“In my Report of 19131 referred to the presence of 
dirt in milk. 

The presence of sediment in milk is attributed by 
many to the slovenly habits of milkers, but whilst it is 
certainly true that during milking operations the milk 
becomes contaminated by filth, it is equally certain that, 
through the carelessness of the purveyor—aye, even the 
consumer—the amount is constantly being added to. 
and forms a not inconsiderable part of the total 
quantity. 

The problem of producing milk free from dirt bas for 
many years received the attention of dairy experts. 
The most practical solution, so far, is the substitution 
of small-top milk pails for the existing open pails. The 
first form of small-top pail was tried on the farm of 
Mr. Francisco, near Newark, N.J., during 1895, but 
“without real earnestness, and was rejected.” About 
the same time a futile attempt was made to introduce 
them on the Walker-Gordon Farm at Plainsboro, but it 
is interesting to note that at both places covered pails 
are now in daily use. The first form of pail was crude 
and inconvenient, but modifications were effected from 
time to time as experience was gained, and to-day the 
small top pail embodies the opinions of many practical 


=. 

e evolution of the small-top milk pail entailed years 
of patient study and work—many forms being suggested 
—some of which were discarded, others modified as the 
dictates of practice demanded. At present there are 
several forms of small-top milk pails on the market and 
in daily use in the more advanced dairies, but although 
each has its _— points, more particular attention will 
be given to the type of which the “Loy” is an example, 
because its principles can be applied to many open pails 
at little expense. 

These small-top milk pails may briefly be described as 
an ordinary pail, of from 24 to 3 gallons capacity, fitted 
with a hood, having an oval aperture, measuring 5 inches 
by 7 inches, at the side furthest from the milker. They 
differ in shape, however, from those favoured in many 
districts in this country, by being of the same height 
allround. All that is necessary to change from the old 
to the new style of milk pail is to cover with a hood an 
ordinary pail. The experience of years has shown that 
the extreme height ought not to exceed 124 inches. 
Many pails otherwise suitable were found inconvenient 
and unsatisfactory owing to their great height. With 
these the milker found it difficult to milk a low-set 
animal, or one with a large pendulous udder. ° 

A very considerable amount of opposition on the part 
of dairy farmers and their employees will require to be 
overcome before the sma!l-top milk pail is universally 
adopted in this country. It will doubtless be asserted 
that it is impossible to direct the milk through such a 
small aperture, but a single demonstration is sufficient 
to convince all open-minded persons that it is just as 
“7 to milk into a small-top as into an open pail. 

have on several occasions exhibited a specimen of 
the modified Loy pail to dairymen, but they invariably 
the opinion that it was impracticable. Whilst 
the nately of dairymen and emp oyees are undoubt- 
edly reluctant to adopt new methods and inventions, 
there are always a few who are untrammelled by old- 
fashioned ideas and customs. The following letter was 
— by a founs girl engaged in her father’s dairy in 
lasgow:—“I am milking regularly with improved 


milking-pail, and I like it very much. At first I objected 
to, not seeing milk in cog, but now I have got over that, 
and I have mE a better top on milk. The lid keeps 
the hairs out of the milk, and also keeps my clothes 
clean. I fully recommend the improved milking pail.” 

That a very considerable amount of sediment is 
present is market milk has been demonstrated on many 
occasions. For instance, Mr. Harris, the Chemist to 
the Corporation, after 150 gallons had been run through 
a centrifugal machine, found the amount of water-free 
extraneous matter to be equal to 8.8 grains ie gallon. 
This amount, large as it may appear, is probably under 
the average of what obtains in market milk, because the 
farm su plying the milk in question had been selected 
as suitable for the supply of infants’ milk. 

Experiments conducted in different Experiment Sta- 
tions throughout the United States of America show 
that these small-top milk pails are capable of material] 
reducing the filth contents, and this reduction, be it 
noted, is more marked when premises, animals, and 
milkers are dirty. The experiments by Stocking (Bul- 
letin 48 of the Storr’s Experiment Station), show this 
in a very striking manner. These tests were made in 
erder to determine the number of bacteria present in 
milk drawn into open pails and into small-top pails. 
They were carried out at three farms where the con- 
ditions could be described as good, fair, and bad. At 
the first, the milk drawn in the open pail compared with 
that gathered in the small-top pail was found to con- 
tain 6$ times more bacteria ; at the second, 30 times ; 
at the third, 97 times. At Wisconsin University 
Creamery the small-top milk pail was put to an ex- 
haustive trial. The number of organisms was in every 
instance ascertained, and the average number present 
in the milk during the se when the open pail was 
in use was 1,052,000, whilst with the small-top milk 
pail the average number found was only 50,500. 

H. L. Russell, who has a world-wide reputation as a 
patient and conscientious investigator in bacteriology 
as applied to the dairy, many years ago pointed out 
that this foreign matter falling into the pail during the 
milking process introduced a large number of bacteria, 
~ ae in turn, impaired the keeping quality of the 
milk. 

The production of a milk possessing better keeping 
qualities is of great advantage to the dairyman, but 
apart altogether from the one my advantage which 
would thus accrue, it is his bounden duty to his fellow 
men to place on the market clean milk. The universal 
use of the small-top milk pail—which would incur little 
expense—would do much to attain this object. 


INSPECTION oF Mitcn Cows. 


Farms situated within and without the City were 
visited on 243 occasions, and 6199 milch cows were ex- 
amined. 79 were found affected, and the milk destroyed 
in 14 systemic, 1 acute mastitis, and 63 chronic mastitis. 
There was also one case of | eon lymph glands. 

A sample of milk was drawn from 148 cows, and 
swabs of the muco-purulent discharge from the nostrils 
of 11 cows, were submitted to tbe bacteriologist, who 
reported that two samples contained tubercle bacilli, 
and were capable of causing tuberculosis in guinea- 


pigs. 
At the request of the Acting Medical Officer of Health 
two herds were examined, one in connection with an 
outbreak of scarlet fever and the second with food 
poisoning. 
The farms supplying the fever hospitals with milk 
were visited on 65 occasions. By the terms of contract 
the farmers undertake “that no milch cow shall be 
added to, or retained in, the herd if... . it reacts to 
the tuberculin test.” 














































pees eT 











626 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


June 5, 1915 





The number of cows tested with tuberculin was 288, 

of which 143 were negative, 134 positive, 11 doubtful, 
and 145 rejected. 
_ In addition to being tested with tuberculin, the cows 
in these herds are clinically inspected at frequent in- 
tervals. On these occasions 43 samples of milk were 
drawn from cows showing abnormal changes in the 
udder, and 10 swabs were taken from cows with a 
muco-purulent discharge from the lungs. These sam- 
ples and swabs were submitted to the Bacteriologist, 
who, after inoculation experiments, reported that 43 
samples and 9 swabs were not infected by tubercle 
bacilli. The one swab showed no tubercle bacilli on 
microscopical examination, but the test animal was 
found on post-mortem examination to be tuberculous. 
The farmers, too, are under contract to immediately 
notify all cases of illness occurring among their cows, 
and to isolate all those affected. 








Women as V. S. 
Mr. SHARE JONES'S OPINION. 


Speaking at a conference on women’s employment at 
Liverpool last week, Mr. J. Share Jones, of Cefn, 
lecturer in veterinary anatomy and surgery at Liverpool 
University, dealt with the attractiveness of veterinar. 
science as a career for women. Women, he remarked, 
had been a problem for men ever since history began, 





and as the problem would become more acute when the 
war ended, its present consideration was desirable. The 
future of the rapidly expanding field of veterinary 
science offered good prospects to women in practice and 
in administrative pos research work. Women neee not 
fear that their physical strength would be insufficient. 
The idea of the necessity of great physical strength 
grew out of the crude methods of surgery mene 
efore veterinary science was developed. Even Her- 
cules could not have operated upon an elephant— 
(laughter)—but modern science and anesthetics enabled 
the surgical treatment of elephants and still more dan- 
gerous animals. Women, however, might generally 
leave the larger animals to men, and devote themselves 
chiefly to the care of dogs, cats, and birds, though there 
was no reason why the woman veterinary surgeon 
should not deal with kine as well as the milkmaid. 
This country was the cradle of hygiene, and with the 
advance of inspection of meat and milk many posts 
would be open to women. They would find dogs most 
grateful patients. In research women could very 
useful. rd Kitchener’s Army was short of veterinary 
surgeons, and there were none to spare to work the 
Pure Milk Bill which would come into operation in 
October. He hoped that the degrees of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons would be opened to 
women, and that other centres of training might be 
founded.— Border Counties Advertiser. 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Mange. t Swine Fever. 
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Out- 
breaks 


(a) 


Period. Ont- 
breaks 


(a) 
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Out- 
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mals. 
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Gr. BRITAIN. 


Week ended May 29 4 


29 56 121 672 





1914 
1913 
1912 


Corresponding 


8 
: 7 
week in 5 





| 


1332 
691 
{868 


127 
60 
80 


22 
53 
31 


31 
106 


1 
i 











326 | 363 


Total for 22 weeks, 1915 


13 | {326 | t734] 154] 1841 | #8339 








418 
304 
508 


392 
282 
454 


1914 
1913 
1912 














Correspondin 
period in 5 


| 


17926 
14493 
18731 


144 
120 
161 


1770 
991 
1487 


2247 
3082 
4360 


89 
219 
153 


1257 
1502 
1959 


74 























73 | 





t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. t 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 1, 1915 


Counties affected, animals attacked : Northumberland 1. 
{ Figures for nine weeks only. 





IRELAND. Week ended May 29 


Ontbreaks 
3 





1914 
3 


Corresponding Week in ; 


191 
191 





Total for 22 weeks, 1915 1 


2 
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2 
4 
2 {MS 





23 240 121 





1914 1 


74 
1913 eve 
1912 














Corresponding period in ts . 


104 
72 
121 


335 
288 
251 


45 
$7 
39 


946 























Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 81, 1915 
Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 





